
 

 

Charlton Link Editor: Julia Rands, juliarands@hotmail.com 01295 812446 

CHARLTON LINK 

Issue 357 october 2018 

Funded by the Parochial Church Council, Newbottle & Charlton Parish Council  

and our advertisers 

 

Get your tickets for the  

 

BIG CHARLTON DINNER PARTY 
 

Saturday October 6th 2018 at 7.15 pm 

 

 Drinks and canapés at the  

village hall 

 Main course at select  

locations in the village  

 Back at the hall for a choice 

of puddings & coffee  
 

 

In aid of the Playing Field Pavilion Project  

and the parish church, St. James’ Newbottle 
 

Tickets £20 – from Walnut House or from the shop. 



 

 

Newbottle & Charlton School Update 

 
A new school year is upon us and all the children have come back  

refreshed and ready to learn. New faces have come into Reception, into 

other years and also some new staff members have joined us. 

 

The whole school is working on a topic called Thunderstorms and Rainbows, based 

on a short story by  Margaret Mahy, about a fictional town called Trickle where it 

constantly rains! People use boats to get about, drink watercress wine and put  

people in jail who moan about the rain when they visit. Hugely popular with the chil-

dren, it has allowed for some exciting learning across subjects including Science, 

English and Art. For a ‘wow experience’ we took the children to Splashzone in  

Milton Keynes to see what it was like to be in water constantly!  

 

Most of our Year 5 and 6 children set off for a 5 day trip to Weymouth at PGL’s 

Osmington Bay site. They took part in many outdoor pursuits learning new skills in 

aeroball, climbing, abseiling, a coastal walk, giant swing and zip wire. 

 

Recently we have received three 

awards – the GOLD Sing Up Award 

for our work in music and singing, the 

GOLD Sports Award for excellent 

work in PE and Sport, keeping active 

and being healthy and also the 

BRONZE TaMHs award (Targeting 

Mental Health in Schools).  This is 

thanks to Mrs Thomas, Ms England 

and Mrs Williams for their work in 

leading these areas but also all the 

staff who pulled together to complete 

various actions. 

 

Finally, I would like to invite you all to 

our Harvest Community Tea, on 

Thursday 4th October  2018 from 

2pm.  We also have in the diary the 

Christmas tea, which will be on Tues-

day 18th December from 2pm! Please 

let the office know if you can attend 

– (01295) 811480. 
      Mrs Smith, Head Teacher 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Pre-school has a newly surfaced outdoor area. What was a tired 
patch of grass now resembles a mottled woodland floor with the 
added bonus of being bouncy, safe and dust free. Safer Surfacing 
supplied the recycled materials, which were installed by Thomas 

Brothers Landscaping, a company based in Brackley. The proprietor, Mark Thomas, ensured the 
process was professional and timely and all of us would happily recommend their services. A 
new wooden climbing frame is in place and more will follow, as we work out what will best fulfil 
the needs of our children. 
 
We need to put out an urgent call for a Pre-school Chair Person as  Sam Williams wishes to  
support the primary school where both her children attend. Could someone step forward who 
can spare a few hours a month? Sam will support the new chair as he/she settles in. If we  
cannot appoint a new chair, or have enough committee members, the Pre-school will have to 
legally close its doors. Please get in touch if you would like more information, or drop into the 
pre-school at anytime. Our AGM will be held during the second half of October. The exact date 
will be advertised at the Hall and on our facebook page: www.facebook.com/
newbottleandcharltonpreschool/. All welcome. 

http://www.facebook.com/newbottleandcharltonpreschool/
http://www.facebook.com/newbottleandcharltonpreschool/


 

 

New Governors needed at Primary School  
 

Come and join a businesslike, friendly and co-operative 
group of governors, working together to maintain high 
standards of education and care in our village school. 
 
The Governing Board is looking for two ‘Foundation’  
Governors. Ideally they would be church-going members 
of the Church of England, and their appointment would 
be ratified by the Diocese of Peterborough.  We’d like to 
hear from people with experience in any of the following: financial management, human 
resources, premises management or marketing. 
 
This year the school was rated ‘good’ by the latest Ofsted short inspection and 
‘Outstanding’ by the SIAMS inspection carried out by the Diocese. The atmosphere of the 
school is calm, happy and friendly.  The children have a thirst for knowledge and a love of 
learning and all the staff work in a supportive, family way to ensure children achieve their 
very best. 
 
More information on the school’s website: www.newbottleandcharlton.co.uk. If interested, 
please phone the school (01295 811480) and speak to the Head, Mrs Smith. She would be 
delighted to show you round the school. 

   Following Northamptonshire County Council’s cancellation of the 499 
   bus service in July, representatives from Aynho, Charlton, Croughton,  
   Evenley and King’s Sutton are discussing whether a community bus 
   service might be feasible.  
 
   OurBus Bartons, based in Middle Barton and serving the various  
   villages in that area, may offer a template for such a service. It was 
established in 2016 by a group of dedicated volunteers in response to cuts that left their 
local communities without public transport, and facing the twin spectres of rural isolation 
and stagnation. OurBus Bartons now provides a scheduled weekday bus service along nine 
routes linking local communities with transport hubs in larger villages, health centres and 
supermarkets. Can villages in South Northamptonshire run a similar volunteer bus 
service? 
 
Parish councils representing villages affected by the loss of the 499 bus are keen to find a 
way of facilitating at least a partial replacement for the service. However, they recognise 
that the “community bus” approach will only work if there are sufficient volunteers prepared 
to act as drivers, administrators, timetable schedulers, etc. Driver training would also have 
to be made available. 
 
It is not within the remit of these parish councils (nor affordable for them) to develop such a 
resource themselves. However, acting on behalf of residents, they’re encouraging  
volunteers who are willing to take on the initiative. Any Newbottle and Charlton residents 
interested in helping out should contact the parish clerk in the first instance, giving their  
contact details and indicating what they might be prepared to do. Email  
newbottleparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk or ring 01295 710965. 

http://www.newbottleandcharlton.co.uk


 

 

Apparently, you can’t clean a rug 
 
Many of us are lucky enough to have a ‘nice’ rug adorning the floors in our homes, often a  
colourful vibrant piece to remind them of distant lands and past frolics on foreign sands. A 
piece, no doubt, steeped in history and fond memories. Hand made rugs and carpets are  
individual works of art, which can have a value beyond the reach of many pockets. Like other 
fine works of art, maintenance is necessary to prevent damage or deterioration and preserve 
their beauty and value for years to come.  
 
“Oriental rugs cannot be cleaned, it ruins them”  
 
Something we have heard so many times and it simply isn’t true. Traditionally in rug producing 
countries a dirty rug would get beaten until the dry, dusty abrasive soils have been removed 
before being lowered into a fast lowing river or stream and left there until its clean. This beauti-
fully simple method has, been improved upon over centuries however the principles remain the 
same.  
 
Professional rug cleaning companies will have the capabilities to remove all the dry soils from 
your rug and fully immerse it in a delicate blend of cleaning products designed to clean and  
rejuvenate your rug, returning it to the vibrant piece you first fell in love with. Hand finishing 
and grooming a rug is the sign of a true rug cleaning professional, making sure that the pile and 
the foundations of the rug are in the best possible condition. Remember a professional rug 
cleaner will never offer to clean your rug in your home, modern day carpet cleaning chemicals 
and equipment are too aggressive and can cause irreparable damage to your rugs.  
 
For more information on how keep your rugs and carpets looking their best always contact a 
professional.  
 
Neal Edmunds, Director of ‘The Cotswold Rug Care Company Ltd’  
www.specialistrugcare.com 

Memorial Hall Update 
 
As you will see when passing, the Pre-school has created a lovely new play area 
for the children and our improvement works continue inside as we prepare our 
funding application to replace the ceiling in the large hall with a better insulated, 
well-lit alternative. 
 
The next meeting of the Trustees will take place on Wednesday 7th November 
at 7.30pm and a Leaf Clean-up is planned for Saturday 10th November at 
10am - Please join in to keep the hall grounds looking good. If you would like to 
join the team that meets a few times a year to look after the Memorial Hall, please 
get in touch with the Chairperson Della Wolfe on della@thecurvegroup.co.uk 

mailto:della@thecurvegroup.co.uk


 

 

Charlton Carpentry 

& Fencing 

 
Doors 

Cupboards 

Shelving 

Cladding 

Guttering 

Sheds 

Closeboard, Panels, Arches, 

Decking, Bin Enclosures, Gates, 

Etc 

For a free quote call 

Mark Brown 01295 812761 

Email   

markbrown333@btinternet.com 
No Job Too Small 

25 yrs experience 

 

CHARLTON  

MEMORIAL HALL 

For Hire 

 Large hall  
 Small hall/Meeting room  
 Modern kitchen  

 Toilets 
 On-site car park 

 Disabled access/facilities 
 

To make a booking or find out 
more, please contact Sarah, the 

Bookings Clerk at:  
bookings@charltonmemorialhall.co.uk  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

HALLOWEEN FUN 
 

We bring you the great band  

LA PHOOKA 

SATURDAY 27 OCTOBER 2018 
 

Celebrating our two years in Charlton  

and recently winning  

Restaurant of the Year, Banbury.  

 

A great evening of live music,  

dancing, and fun 

 

Drinks from 4pm. Band starts at 8.30pm 

Telephone 01295 811317 



 

 

Nature Notes  

 

At the time of writing it is still warm with some lovely sunny September days.  

The garden is still very dry and there are patches of our grass which really 

have died and we are having to reseed. We have lost plants too, some quite 

big shrubs and some smaller herbaceous plants which we never managed to 

water and which succumbed to the long-lasting drought. 

 

The first skein of geese went over a few days ago: definitely a sign of the 

changing season. They were heading east but where to we couldn’t guess.  

There are all sorts of garden birds that migrate but which we seem to have in 

our gardens all year round: some leave and go south but others arrive from 

north and east. We have lots of starlings, but the ones that breed here and 

teach their young to pick insects and worms out of our lawns are not neces-

sarily the same ones that we see all through the winter. 

 

We have been surprised that some of the apples and pears are huge: we have 

not watered any of the orchard trees and the lack of rain has not caused the 

fruit to be smaller than usual. Anyone who has been picking blackberries this 

year will have noticed that they are exceptionally sweet and delicious. They 

liked the warmth and sunshine too. 

 

We have often written about climate change and what this is doing to our 

natural world. One of our rarest (and declining) orchids, the early spider  

orchid, has a very cunning and elaborate reproductive scheme: it wafts a  

fragrance into the air which mimics the irresistible scent of a virgin female 

solitary mining bee, tricking the male bees into attempting intercourse with 

several flowers and thus pollinating them. This only works if the female  

mining bees have not yet emerged from hibernation, because as soon as they 

appear the orchid cannot compete and the male bees ignore the orchids,  

leaving them unpollinated. Warmer springs cause the early spider orchid to 

flower earlier in May, but also cause the female bees to come out of hiberna-

tion even earlier. This is disastrous for the orchids. Research has shown that 

in 26 of the 28 years up to 2014 the female bees’ emergence preceded the 

orchid’s flowering. 

 

Climate change is causing many other mismatches in ecological relationships:  

great tit chicks no longer hatch soon enough to coincide with the peak abun-

dance of their crucial caterpillar food. Ecologists and scientists studying 

phenology – the timing of seasonal natural events - think that climate change 

is altering important interactions of whole communities of species. Nature  

reserves are brilliant, and greening the wider countryside is a thoroughly  

worthy goal, but if the changing climate is wiping out some of our rarest  

species and endangering some that we think of as quite common, we are 

looking at a much denuded natural world. 

 

Deborah and Paul Hayter 



 

 

Notes of the Newbottle Parish Council Meeting  
Monday 17 September 2018 at 7.30pm 

www.newbottleparishcouncil.co.uk 
 

 
Present – Chairman, Councillor Andrew Woods; Councillors Linda Baker, 
Adrian Kelly, Michael Loggin and Diana Sheasby and Theresa Goss (Clerk and 
Responsible Financial Officer). 
 
Apologies – Councillor Andrea Gladden. 
 
Minutes - The minutes of the meeting held on 16 July 2018 were agreed as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman.  
 
Playing Field Lease and Pavilion Project – A meeting to discuss the lease 

and progressing grant applications would be held on 9 October 2018. 
 
VAS on Farthinghoe Road – The location has been confirmed and the  
application was progressing with the County Council. 
 
Grit Bins - The Parish Council agreed to take responsibility for the grit bin on 
Cartwright Road/Farthinghoe Road as the County Council was withdrawing this 
service. 
 
Road Markings – The County Council would be asked to repaint the speed 
limit road markings on the four main roads into the village. 
 
Gigaclear - The Parish Council had received a number of complaints from 

residents about the Gigaclear installation.  As this was beyond the control of 
the Parish Council, a standard response would now be sent from the Clerk.  
 
Planning – No comments were made on applications S/2018/1850/FUL at 

Lagonda, Farthinghoe Road, Charlton and S/2018/1983/FUL at 20 Farthinghoe 
Road, Charlton. 
 
Internal Audit – Arrow Accounting was appointed to carry out the Parish 

Council’s internal audit for 2018/2019. 
 
Memorial Hall – The Parish Council provided a letter of support to accompany 
the Memorial Hall’s application for grant funding. 
 
 

 



 

 

 

Thanks to everyone who entered the annual Charlton  
Girlguiding quiz.  
 
Congratulations and well done to the winners: 
 1st.  Martin Efford. Eastleigh.  98% 
 2nd. Jenny Chipping, Charlton 96% 
 3rd.  Trevor & Beth Evans, Fritwell 95% 

 
After 5 years, Kay and Rachel Stevens have decided to leave Charlton Guides. Thank 
you so much for your fun activities and commitment - the girls have had a wonderful 
time!  
 
We are very lucky that Angela from King’s Sutton, who has a daughter in Charlton 
Guides, has offered to run the group and will be taking over during this term. Angela 
would be keen to hear from any other volunteers who are free on Friday evenings. 
Please contact Angela on 07442 504663 or email angie11121971@hotmail.com 

Bus Service – The 499 bus service had ceased and there had been a very 
poor response from the village, to the Parish Council’s request for support for 
an alternative service. Aynho and Kings Sutton Parish Councils had worked 
together to arrange a limited service between now and Christmas and  
Councillor Andrea Gladden had agreed to attend any future meetings about 
an alternative service. 
 
Meeting Dates - Future meetings, all starting at 7.30pm at the Memorial Hall, 

Charlton were as follows: 
 

15 October 2018 
19 November 2018 
No meeting in December 2018 

 
All welcome to attend! 

 

A copy of the draft minutes for the whole meeting are available at 
www.newbottleparishcouncil.co.uk or please contact the Clerk, Theresa 

Goss, at newbottleparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk  
or ring 01295 710965 during normal office hours 

 
You can also follow Newbottle Parish Council on Facebook 

mailto:angie111211971@hotmail.com
http://www.newbottleparishcouncil.co.uk
mailto:newbottleparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk


 

 

CHURCH   https://newbottlechurch.weebly.com 
 

SERVICES AT NEWBOTTLE:  
 

30th September Harvest Festival Tea & cakes at 5.00pm Service at 6.00pm 

7th October Trinity 20 Sung Eucharist 9.30am 

14th October Trinity 21 Matins 9.30am 

21st October Trinity 22 Sung Eucharist 9.30am 

28th October Trinity 23 Matins 9.30am 

4th November 4th before Advent Sung Eucharist 9.30am 

 

 

During Oxfordshire Arts Week I went to see an exhibition called 

“Around the Garden”. A bit twee as a title but a lot of people 

paint flowers and it was a colourful exhibition. Some of the 

paintings were lively, even vigorous. Many concentrated on  

colour, others were detailed studies with every petal and stamen 

in place. One picture, I remember had no flowers at all. The 

painter had been much more interested in the greenhouse at the 

bottom of the garden. Some of the pictures were abstract, others 

realistic. 

 

Ask people to paint one subject and each one produces something quite different. 

Some see the whole thing while others concentrate on a single detail. To one person, 

accurate drawing’s important, to another it’s the broad effect that counts. Yet each one 

is true, each one gives a different viewpoint, a personal reaction. 

 

That’s life. We all see things a bit differently. We each react in our own way and  

being different doesn’t necessarily mean we're wrong. Or even that someone else is. 

We’re just concentrating on different bits of the whole picture. 

 

It would save a lot of aggro if we remembered that, and dropped the dogmatism; if we 

listened a bit more to other people and tried to understand what they’re saying before 

we started to criticise them. 

 

Maybe they too have a glimpse of the truth. And maybe it’s just as valid as ours. 

 

David Morgan 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
David Whitrow 

66 Rochester Way, Adderbury, 
Near Banbury, Oxon, OX17 3JK 

 

Bathrooms, 

Plumbing & Tiling 
Interior & Exterior Maintenance 

 

 
 

 

Tel: 01295 811331 

 

Mobile: 07981 261115 

DMJ 
Home Improvements 

 

 We deliver daily newspapers       

and magazines to the village.       
      

 Any combination of                                 

days per week catered for.   

                 

(Happy to deliver on Sundays 

only when the shop is closed) 

 

 

      Ring us on 01295 268499 

 or e-mail 

 
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk 

Books, old & new, maps and more       


